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Kontaktgruppen mellan utrikesministeriet
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Susann Simolin

K:ltaktgruppen mellan utrikesministeriet och Alands landskapsregering grundades 1998 och firar dir-
ed 20-arsjubileurn 2018. Gruppen bildades efter att Aland linge efterfrigat en sidan grupp och utri-
kesministeriet med utrikesminister Tarja Halonen i spetsen omfattat idén.

Kontaktgruppens syfte ir att "utveckla och 6ka Alandsexemplets anvindning i internationella sammanhang
samt ... att ocksd pi annat sitt Gka informationen om samt kontakterna till Aland”.

Gruppen har under dren har fort fram Alandsexemplet genom seminarier, genom att samarbeta om besok
och genom att férsoka se till att utrikesministeriets anstillda och beskickningarna far kunskap och tillgéng till
uppdaterad information. En viktig uppgift har varit att se till att korrekt information om Aland ska finnas pa
olika hemsidor. Gruppen har varit ett forum for kontakt mellan Aland och utrikesministeriet och har ocksi
haft kontakt med andra ministerier och organisationer i Finland.

Rapporten, som baseras frimst pd protokoll och intervjuer, visar att gruppen behallit sina syften och mal frin
starten, men att agendan har utvidgats och fokus skiftat 6ver aren. Nér gruppen paborjade sitt arbete lig fokus
pd internationella kontakter och pé kris- och konflikthantering. Pa senare dr har gruppens funktion som en
kontaktyta mellan Aland och utrikesministeriet och ett forum for att diskutera I6pande arbete med avtal, bli-
vit allt viktigare. Samtidigt som agendan vidgats och férdjupats har de omréden som dominerade vid starten
proportionellt sett fatt mindre utrymme. Intervjuerna har ocksa visat att senare medlemmar i gruppen har en
bredare syn pa gruppens funktioner och mandat dn vad som var fallet under de tidiga aren.

Alands fredsinstitut har skrivit rapporten pi uppdrag av kontaktgruppen.
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(The Contact Group between the Foreign Ministry and the Aland Government 20 years)

Susann Simolin

The Contact Group between the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Government of Aland was
tounded in 1998. On the basis of protocols, activity plans and reports, as well as interviews, Susann Simolin,
has written a report about the first 20 years of the group. The report was written as an assignment from the
Contact Group to the Alands Islands Peace Institute.

The group was formed after Aland’s long-standing request for such a group, The Ministry for Foreign Affairs
endorsed the idea with then Foreign Minister Tarja Halonen at the forefront. The purpose of the Contact
Group is to "develop and increase the use of the Aland Example in international contexts as well as to further
enhance information about and contacts with Aland”.

Throughout the years, the group has presented the Aland Example through seminars and collaborating on vi-
sits, and by trying to ensure that the employees and missions of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs have access to
knowledge and updated information. An important task has been ensuring that sufficient information about
Aland is available on different websites. The group has been a forum for contact between Aland and the Mi-
nistry for Foreign Affairs and has also had contact with other ministries and organisations in Finland.

The group has maintained its aims and most of the goals that were originally laid out in the first activity plan
of the group (2002-2003). Over time, however, the agenda has widened significantly. Interviews have shown
that later members of the group have a broader view of the group’s functions and mandate than was the case in
the early years. In the beginning, the group focused on disseminating information about the Aland Example
around the world. Over time, the agenda has started to include issues concerning the status of Aland, the Swe-
dish language, and demilitarisation. Since 2012, the agenda has been further deepened by treaty issues starting
to be discussed in detail. Alongside the widening and deepening of the agenda, the topics that dominated at
the start are assigned proportionally less space in the work of the group.

(The report is available in Swedish only.)
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