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2015 - Changes and Consolidation
Significant changes in the activities, as well as the staff-
ing of the Peace Institute took place during 2015. The 
Board had already discussed changes during 2014, and 
these changes became a basis for a reconstruction of the 
Institute during 2015, beginning in the early months of the 
year.

The Board decided, for instance, to end significant parts 
of the work of the Institute that came under the concept of 
“empowerment”, which led to the closure of the Girl- and 
Boy group project, the Fair Sex project, the school peace 
work and the volunteer program, which consisted of the 
hosting and sending, of international volunteers (the EVS 
program).

The KONE Foundation, Helsinki, awarded support to a 
three-year project on demilitarisation under leadership of 
the Peace Institute’s Director, Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark, 
who the took up a new position as Head of Research. An 
Acting Director was employed in her place. Also, a new 
Chairperson for the Research Council was appointed. 

The primary, or basic, functions of the Institute were 
furthermore strengthened through the concentration of 
accounting into the hands of the Institute’s Economist. In 
addition, a new Organization Secretary was appointed, 
and a new Head of the Mediation Office. 

Notwithstanding all these changes, the Institute fulfilled 
its plans as scheduled. Numerous visitors to the Institute 
were welcomed, a large number of presentations outside 
the Institute were held, publications were produced and 

the staff participated in a number of conferences and pub-
lic discussions. 

The conference and subsequent publication on forms of 
self-governance in the Nordic countries should be special-
ly mentioned here, as well as an international conference 
on the theme “Minority Protection at a Crossroads” held 
in the first part of 2015. The web-based advanced course 
on “Territorial Autonomy as a Tool for Diversity Manage-
ment” should also be highlighted, as a new and important 
activity of the Institute.

The financial management of the Institute has been con-
solidated during the year. An important task has been to 
find ways to secure local funding of the basic functions of 
the Institute. Foreign policy research institutes in Finland 
and Sweden can in this respect serve as a model for how 
to cover this need also for the Peace Institute. Negotiations 
were initiated with the local government on Åland, for this 
purpose. 

In a way, 2015 began with some crisis signals. However, 
the reforms that were undertaken during the first months 
resulted in a new and effective structure, something which 
led to the year ending in a mood of optimism. I would like 
to use this space to express many thanks to the staff as 
well as to those in decision-making positions for positive 
cooperation during 2015. We all look forward with confi-
dence to 2016.

Barbro Sundback
Chairperson of the Board
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The Mission of the Peace Institute

The Institute initiates its own pro-
jects as well as arranging conferenc-
es and courses of shorter or longer 
nature and on different levels. In ad-
dition, the Peace Institute serves the 
general public as well as the interna-
tional community of scholars with a 
particular interest in Åland’s special 
status, and in autonomy and minori-
ty issues in general. The integration 
of the Institute’s very specialized 
library into the public library system 

of the Åland Islands, is the most 
recent example of how the Institute 
is serving the general public.

On the basis of support from the local 
government, the Institute arranges var-
ious conferences – such as the Kastel-
holm Peace Talks, lunch seminars and 
minor meetings of specialised interest. 
Diplomats, school classes, international 
students and interested persons from the 
Åland general public – all are welcome 
and regularly visit the Institute. 

Finally, it is also the mission of the 
Peace Institute to contribute to debate 
and analysis among Ålanders over issues 
of special relevance  – through various 
media, including the press and social 
media as well as public lectures and 
conferences.

Kjell-Åke Nordquist
Acting Director

The Åland Islands Peace Institute is an independent foundation both religiously and po-
litically, supporting research and practical work within the fields of peace and security, 
autonomy, and minority issues – always from the perspective of the special status of the 
Åland Islands.

The Board of Directors for the Åland 
Islands Peace Institute take decisions 
regarding the overall activity of the 
Peace Institute. The Board consists of 
seven to ten members, elected for a 
mandate period of two years. 

In 2015 the Board of Directors 
held five meetings. Personnel issues 
have been an important issue on the 
agenda in connection with the ongoing 
reorganisation and the appointment 
of Kjell-Åke Nordquist as Acting 
Director of the Peace Institute, while 
Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark has been 
on research leave. The Board has also 

discussed consolidation and financial 
solidity of the activities that would 
be ensured by signing a multi annual 
financing agreement with the Åland 
Government. The Peace Institute’s 
subsidiary Real Estate Company, 
Fredsfast , has kept the Board in-
formed of the relevant property issues 
and development ideas.  

During the Board’s annual meeting, 
a new Board of Directors was elected 
for the coming mandate period. Three 
new Board members were elected: 
Göran Lindholm, former President of 
the insurance company Ålands Ömse-

sidiga Försäkringsbolag, Lia Markelin, 
Research Coordinator at the think-
tank Magma in Helsinki and Kenneth 
Gustavsson, antiquarian at the Åland 
Museum and Associate Professor of 
History. Kjell-Åke Nordquist left the 
Board in connection to his appoint-
ment as an Acting Director of the 
Peace Institute. Lars Ingmar Johans-
son and Olav S Melin resigned and 
were given a warm thank you for their 
active participation in and contribution 
to the work of the Board. 

Justina Donielaite,  
Organisation Secretary 

The Board of Directors

Members of the Board
Barbro Sundback, chair of the Board of Directors, 
one of the founders of the Åland Islands Peace Institute. 
Politically active since the 1970s, former Member of the 
Åland Parliament. 
Leena Lindqvist, deputy chair of the Board.  
Entrepreneur, one of the driving forces behind the peace 
movement on Åland and the foundation of the Åland 
Islands Peace Institute. 
Lotta Angergård, Acting Director of the Åland Save 
the Children association with experience from both 
public and third sector.
Ulla Backlund, active in the Norwegian Refugee 
Council, former Country Director for the Refugee Council 
in Georgia, Burundi and Lebanon.
Susanne Eriksson, Secretary General of the Åland 
Parliament with long experience of working with and 
informing on the Åland Example.
Katarina Fellman, Director of the Statistics and 
Research Åland, ÅSUB. 
Roger Jansson, politically active since the 1970s, 
former Member of the Åland Parliament and the 
Parliament of Finland, former Speaker of the Åland 
Parliament. 
Kenneth Gustavsson, antiquarian at the Åland 
Museum, Associate Professor of History, conducts 
research on the significance of Åland from a security and 
strategic perspective during the 20th century. 
Göran Lindholm, former President of the insurance 
company Ålands Ömsesidiga Försäkringsbolag with 
extensive experience in management and board 
positions within the business world.
Lia Markelin, Research Coordinator at the think-tank 
Magma in Helsinki.

During 2015 three new members were elected to the Board of Directors and Gunnar Jans-
son was appointed as a senior adviser to the Peace Institute. The agenda of the Board has 
mainly focused on organisational changes within the Peace Institute that include a strong-
er focus on the core areas and a strengthening of the research activities.

The Board 2015. From left, top row; Roger Jansson, Acting Director Kjell-Åke 
Nordquist, Göran Lindholm, Kenneth Gustavsson. Middle row: Katarina Fellman,  

Leena Lindqvist,  Susanne Eriksson. Bottom row:  Lia Markelin, Ulla Backlund and 
Chairperson of the Board, Ms Barbro SundbackActing Director Kjell-Åke Nordquist speaking at a seminar on the Åland Example, held in Brussels in September.



6 7

The Research Council

During the mandate period of 2015-2017 the Research Council 
consists of Chairperson Gunilla Herolf, PhD, expert in European 
integration issues and security, Mikael Wigell, PhD, researcher at 
the Institute of International Affairs in Helsinki and Sia Spiliopoulou 
Åkermark, Associate Professor of International Law and Head of 
Research of the Peace Institute. The Acting Director of the Institute, 
Kjell-Åke Nordquist, Associate Professor of peace and conflict re-
search, serves as the secretary of the Council. The Council is assisted 
by the Institute’s Research Coordinator.

  In 2015, the Council met on two occasions: 16 June and 1 Septem-
ber. Both of these meetings were of a special character. In conjunction 
with the meeting on 16 June a press conference was organized for the 
media concerning a new publication discussing the Nordic self-gov-
erning areas, the Faroe Islands, Greenland and Åland from a peace 
perspective. 

The meeting on September 1 was coupled with a lunch together 
with the Institute’s Board of Directors for discussion of themes for the 
Kastelholm talks. The meeting also included a seminar discussion of a 
forthcoming report together with external contributors. The idea is to 
continue with similar ”house seminars”.

Discussions in the Council have been partly devoted to this year’s 
two big projects. In relation to the publication on self-governed 
areas in the Nordic region, published in May, the discussions have 
addressed the follow-up of the project in the form of policy briefs 
and translations. The Council has continuously been informed of the 
implementation of the new project ”Demilitarisation in a world of 
increased militarisation”. The Council has also discussed themes for 
future projects and the possibility of creating an e-journal.

Gunilla Herolf, Chairperson of the Research Council

The Peace Institute’s research council decides on the 
scientific orientation and has a quality assurance 
function for research undertaken by the Institute.

Report series
In the series “Report from the Åland 
Islands Peace Institute”, two reports 
were issued. They can be downloaded 
for free at www.peace.ax.

Comparison of Åland and Mindanao
Gustav Blomberg
Can the Åland Example be applied 
as a source of inspiration in Muslim 
Mindanao and, if so, in what way? 
This is the core question in report no. 
1/2015: The Åland Example Applied – 
a Case Study of the Autonomous Re-
gion of Muslim Mindanao, in which 
Political Scientist Gustav Blomberg 
compares the so-called functionality 
factors of the Åland Example to the 
implementation of the semi-function-
al autonomy in Muslim Mindanao 
(Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao, ARMM) in the southern 
Philippines.

What are the success factors for 
territorial autonomies?
Felix Schulte
What are the factors that determine 
how successful a territorial autonomy 
installation will be? This is the core 
theme examined in report no. 2/2015 
Conflict Regulation through Self-
Rule - Success Factors of Territorial 
Autonomy, where the Åland case is 
compared with Bougainville in Papua 
New Guinea, Gagauzia in Moldova, 
and South Tyrol in Italy as well as the 
failed cases of Aceh in Indonesia and 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao in the Philippines. 

Working Papers
During 2015, the Åland Islands Peace 
Institute has published four working 
papers. They can be downloaded for 
free at www.peace.ax.

Countries without armies 
Christophe Barbey
There are at least 26 countries around 
the world that have chosen to exist 
without an army. Christophe Barbey 
from the APRED Participative Insti-
tute for the Progress of Peace, offers a 
thorough mapping of these countries 
in the working paper ”Non-milita-
risation: Countries without Armies. 
Identification Criteria and First 
Findings”.
 
The future of Iraqi Kurdistan 
Silke Jungbluth
The working paper ”The future of 
Iraqi Kurdistan: The ”Islamic State” 
as Catalyst for Independence?” 
discusses the history of Iraqi Kurd-
istan up until the IS invasion and the 
changing realities that this implies. It 
describes the possibilities for a future 
Kurdish state, while also discussing 
extended autonomy as an alternative 
to full independence for the Kurds in 
Iraq. 

Case study of the project ”Fair Sex” 
Justina Donielaite
The project “Fair Sex” aimed to 
prevent gender based and sexual 
violence, promoting positive sexual 
experiences and advancing gender 
equality in upper secondary schools 
on the Åland Islands in 2011-2015. 
The working paper ”Case study of 
the project ”Fair Sex” describes and 
analyses the aims and roots of the 
project, its goals, content, methods, 
results and the approaches used. 
 
Conclusions from the project ”Fair 
Sex”   
(Swedish) 
Cecilia Brenner & Liselott Lindén
The final report of the project ”Fair 
Sex” (2011-2014) describes results 
and experiences from workshops for 
students and with education and sup-
port for school staff. It also includes 
suggestions for future work with gen-
der equality and prevention of sexual 
violence.

Publications
The Nordic Self-Governing Areas 
in a Peace Perspective (Swedish)
The publication Självstyrelser i Nor-
den i ett fredsperspektiv – Färöarna, 
Grönland och Åland was published 
through a research project headed by 
the ÅIPI and supported by the Nordic 
Council’s Citizen’s and Consumer 
Committee. Read about the project 
and the publication on page 10.  

Spiliopoulou Åkermark in an an-
thology on minorities in the Nordic 
countries
Associate Professor Sia Spiliopoulou 
Åkermark has contributed with a 
chapter in the recently issued edited 
collection ”The Challenge of Minori-
ty Integration. Politics and Policies in 
the Nordic Nations” (2015).
Spiliopoulou Åkermark discusses 
the concept of minorities in the four 
countries examined as well as the 
Framework Convention for the Pro-
tection of National Minorities and its 
ratification by the Nordic countries. 
The publication is edited by Peter A. 
Kraus and Peter Kivisto.

Final Report from a project on 
minority languages and multilin-
gualism
The final results from the research 
project European Language Diversity 
for All (ELDIA, 2010-2013) was com-
piled during 2015 to be launched in 
2016 by the publishing house Mul-
tilingual Matters. The book has the 
title ”Towards Openly Multilingual 
Policies and Practices” and is written 
by Johanna Laakso, Anneli Sar-
himaa, Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark 
and Reetta Toivanen.

Research Meetings
20.10.2015 Research meeting with par-
ticipants in the project ”Spaces of Expec-
tation”, Janne Holmén etc. The project 
considers perceptions of the Baltic and the 
Mediterranean, the emergence of various 
forms of regional cooperation and various 
attempts to create a regional identity.
22-23.10.2015 Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark 
attended a research meeting on multi-level 
cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region which 
was held in Turku in cooperation with Åbo 
Akademi University and Turku University.
10-11.11.2015 Kjell-Åke Nordquist partic-
ipated in the Human Rights Days confer-
ence in Gothenburg, with the theme of 
racism.
16-18.11.2016 Kjell-Åke Nordquist attend-
ed a seminar at the Finnish Foreign Minis-
try in Helsinki on civil society, actors and 
informal mediation in civil war.
19-21.11.2015 Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark 
attended the annual meeting of the Scien-
tific Council of the Institute for Minority 
Rights at EURAC in Bolzano.
12.11.2015 The Peace Institute’s Head of 
Research, Associate Professor Sia Spili-
opoulou Åkermark, participated in the 
jubilee symposium ”Revitalization of Mi-
nority conditions and prospects”, dedicated 
to Professor Leena Huss. Spiliopoulou Åk-
ermark discussed minorities and mobility 
in Europe.

Top left: Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark speaking at a seminar dedicated to Professor Lena Huss. Low left: Meeting with 
researchers in the project “Spaces of Expectation”. Top middle: Mikael Wigell, Gunilla Herolf and 

Kjell-Åke Nordquist. Low right: Research Coordinator Petra Granholm. 
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The conference ”Minority Protec-
tion at a Crossroads” was organised 
in co-operation with the Council of 
Europe’s Advisory Committee on the 
Framework Convention for the Protec-
tion of National Minorities, the Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs of Finland and 
with support also from the Swedish 
Cultural Foundation in Finland.

The Advisory Committee was well 
represented, both in the audience as 
well as among the speakers. The Pres-
ident of the Advisory Committee, Mr. 

Francesco Palermo, held a keynote 
speech on the framework conven-
tions’ importance and the coming 
challenges for the Advisory Com-
mittee. The first vice-President of 
the Advisory Committee, Ms. Petra 
Roter, also held a keynote speech on 
the challenges minority protection in 
Europe faces today in the context of 
nationalism and Europeanisation. 

During the conference the impor-
tance of the independence of inter-
national human rights monitoring 
organs was a core and much empha-
sised theme.

The OSCE High Commissioner on 
National Minorities, Ms. Astrid Thors, 
contributed with keynote speech on 
how minority protection can prevent 
conflicts and on the High Commis-
sioner’s role in conflicts where national 
minorities are affected or involved. 
Minority protection in conflict areas 
and in changing contexts was dis-

cussed by representatives from the 
OHCHR, the Finnish Human Rights 
Centre and academics and practition-
ers with experiences from conflicts 
where minorities are affected. The 
areas that were especially under focus 
were Ukraine (in particular Crimea), 
Georgia, Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

The speeches from the conference 
are available online at the website of 
the Åland Islands Peace Institute. 

Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark,  
Head of Research 

Conference on minority protec-
tion in Europe and worldwide
”Minority Protection at a Crossroads” was the title and theme for the international con-
ference organised by the Åland Islands Peace Institute and held in the Alandica Confer-
ence centre on 31 March 2015. The theme of the conference refers to minority protection in 
Europe and the crossroads that current minority protection has reached. From the starting point of interna-

tional law and European integration, 
researchers study how the demili-
tarisation and neutralisation of the 
Åland Islands have been impacted by 
modern technology, fusion of military 
and civil actors and rules as well as 
by new forms of military cooperation. 
The project will also make compari-
sons between the Åland Islands and 
other demilitarised regions, predomi-
nantly Svalbard.
 Research is conducted in coopera-

tion between the Åland Islands Peace 
Institute and the Arctic Centre of the 
University of Lapland in Rovaniemi. 
The project includes four researchers: 
Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark (Asso-
ciate Professor in International Law 
and Project Leader), Pirjo Klee-
mola-Juntunen (Jur. Dr., post-doc), 
Timo Koivurova (Professor, Director 
of the Arctic Centre, Rovaniemi), and 
PhD Candidate Saila Heinikoski. In 
addition, Research Assistant Filip 
Holiencin is also involved in the pro-

ject. During the autumn, Researcher 
Yannic Poullie was also part of the 
project. He studied demilitarisation 
debates at the end of Cold War and 
wrote a blog entry, which is available 
on the website of the Peace Institute.
The project will last three years and 
is financed by the KONE Foundation 
and Åland Culture Foundation.

Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark,  
Head of Research

Three-year project on  
demilitarisation was launched
In the project ”Demilitarisation in an increasingly militarised world”, which began this 
year, four researchers study demilitarisation and neutralisation of the Åland Islands in a 
militarised world.

Yannick Poullie, Saila Heinikoski, Pirjo Kleemola-Juntunen, Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark and Filip Holiencin.

In 2015, a university-level e-course on territorial autonomy, with the Åland Example as a 
main case study, was held for the first time.

The Åland Islands Peace Institute has 
developed a university-level e-course 
on territorial autonomy, with the Åland 
Example as the main case study. It was 
held for the first time in spring 2015, in 
co-operation with the Open University 
on Åland. The course is planned to be 
held again in spring 2016.
The course approaches territorial 
autonomy from an interdiscipli-

nary perspective, focusing on law 
and political science. The aim is to 
provide participants with a broad 
academic framework for discussing 
territorial autonomy from different 
perspectives, including in relation to 
concepts such as self-determination, 
power-sharing and minority rights. 
The course includes modules on the 
demilitarisation and neutralisation, 

the autonomy regime as well the 
cultural and linguistic safeguards per-
taining to Åland. A focus lays on the 
development of the regime over time, 
including more recent shifts in the 
regime. The course also discusses the 
relevance of territorial autonomy as a 
possible tool for conflict resolution.

Petra Granholm,  
Research Coordinator

Launch of E-course on Territorial Autonomy
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Ålands fredsinstitut
www.peace.ax

FÖRENINGEN NORDENS
UNGDOMSFÖRBUND

Nordic approaches to peace  
discussed in Oslo and Stockholm

The Nordic self-governing areas 
viewed from a peace perspective

The Nordic Self-Governing Areas, 
the Faroe Islands, Greenland and 
the Åland Islands have often been 
analysed separately, as unique solu-
tions within their particular national 
context. They have more rarely been 
thought of as examples of how the 
Nordic countries are solving conflicts 
or managing diversity. One of the aims 
of the project “The Nordic Self-Gov-
erning Areas – Experiences and Vi-
sions in a Peace Perspective”, headed 
by the ÅIPI and supported by the Nor-
dic Council’s Citizen’s and Consumer 
Committee, has been to shed light on 
the Nordic self-governing areas from 
a peace perspective. Furthermore, it 
aimed to discuss if and how the expe-
riences of the Nordic countries may 
be of interest in international conflicts 
and peace processes.

On Monday, the 26th of January the 
Nordic autonomies and their relation 
to peace was discussed by politicians 
and scholars in a seminar arranged 
on Åland. The audience consisted of 
members of the Nordic Council, gath-
ered on the Åland Islands to attend 
the Nordic Council’s committee meet-
ings, as well as other invited guests. 
In the Alandica auditorium all 200 
seats were taken when the conference 
was opened by the Presi-
dent of the Nordic Council, 
Höskuldur Þórhallsson and 
Annicka Engblom, Presi-
dent of the Nordic Coun-
cil’s Citizen’s and Con-
sumer Committee. In two 
panel debates, politicians 
discussed the development 
of the self-governing areas, 
their relationship with the 
central state and to one 
another as well as visions 
for the future. Some of the research-
ers in the project presented their 
preliminary results. Conclusions from 
the seminar were later included in 
the research publication ”The Nordic 

Self-Governing Areas in a Peace Per-
spective : The Faroe Islands, Green-
land and the Åland Islands”.

In the publication, some chapters 
analyse the self-governing areas from a 

comparative legal, financial, 
political science and secu-
rity policy point of view, 
while others focus on indi-
vidual autonomies and their 
relationships - to each other, 
to the state as well as to 
international organizations. 
The study’s concluding 
chapter highlights a number 
of factors that have been 
important in order to resolve 
or prevent conflicts related 
to the autonomies in the 

Nordic region. Finally the possibility of 
such factors working in other areas of 
the world is analysed.

The study has been edited by Sia 
Spiliopoulou Åkermark, Director and 

research leader at the ÅIPI and Gu-
nilla Herolf who is chairperson of the 
Research Board at the Institute.

The researchers involved in the pro-
ject were Professor Markku Suksi, PhD 
Gunilla Herolf, PhD Richard Palmer, 
PhD Maria Ackrén, Professor Ágúst 
Thór Árnason, Professor Gudmundur 
Alfredsson,PhD Tove Malloy, lecturer 
and cand. polit. Lise Lyck, Professor 
Kári á Rógvi, PhD candidate Sarah 
Stephan and Associate Professor Sia 
Spiliopoulou Åkermark.  

The Nordic Council has published a 
policy brief in Nordic languages and 
in English, summarising the results of 
the publication. The full publication, 
that is published in Swedish, can be 
downloaded in pdf at www.peace.
ax or ordered from the Åland Islands 
Peace Institute upon payment of 
postage fee.

 
Susann Simolin, Information Officer 

During 2014 and 2015 the ÅIPI has been conducting a project in which researchers have 
analysed the Nordic self-governing areas in a peace perspective. A conference on the topic 
has been arranged and a book has been published.

The Project ”Norden for Peace?” has 
during a period of two and a half 
years organized an open seminar in 
each of the five Nordic countries, 
based on one of the main themes of 
the project. The first of these themes 
is the question of how the Nordic 
countries relate to peace as a concept 
and in practice, the second theme 
is about the dissemination of peace 
attitudes at grass root level and in the 
adult education systems of the Nordic 
countries.

The project brings together six 
organizations in the Nordic countries; 
the lead partner, the Åland Islands 
Peace Institute, as well as the Peace 
Union of Finland, the Norwegian 
Peace Council, Peace Alliance Den-

mark, The Norden Association Swe-
den and the Institute of International 
Affairs at the University of Iceland. 
The project is funded by the Nordplus 
Adult Programme. 

On 15-16 April 2015 the project  
held a seminar in Oslo. The seminar 
discussed how the Nordic countries 
and other actors can promote alterna-
tives to militarization in the Arctic. In 
October a seminar was organized in 
Stockholm, discussing peace from a 
grass roots and NGO-perspective.  

At the end of the year, each partner 
wrote a text for the Norden Associ-
ation Sweden’s magazine “Nordens 
tidning” that for the first edition of 
2016 has the theme of peace. 

The magazine “Nordens tidning” 

has a circulation of 13,000 copies and 
reaches members of the Association 
in Sweden as well as some hundred 
subscribers in the Nordic region. 
The magazine is available for down-
loading on the Norden Association 
Sweden’s website.

Approaching the end of the project, 
partners have concluded that peaceful 
experiences from the Nordic coun-
tries as well as peace issues in general 
deserves more attention in public 
debates. Also, an arena where the 
civil society can discuss peace issues 
is much needed. 

 
Susann Simolin,  

Project Manager

The project ”Norden for Peace?” departs from the fact that the Nordic countries have 
experiences of peaceful co-existence worth discussing, learning from and building upon. 
Within the project, six organisations from Nordic countries have discussed those themes, 
internally and in open seminars. The project has thus created small scale arenas where 
the civil society has had the opportunity to discuss peace issues. 
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Out of 60 mediation requests, me-
diation was initiated in 27 cases, of 
which 23 resulted in an agreement 
between the parties. 

A significant increase of mediation 
requests by parties involved in civil 
cases show that society on Åland is 
better informed about the mediation 
services. Åland Police and the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Åland have also been 
active in submitting mediation re-
quests, which is a sign of good com-
munication and a well-functioning 
cooperation with these authorities. 

In 2015 the Mediation Office 
continued to provide information 
on mediation through arranging 
study visits for students of the Åland 
Gymnasium and informing the staff 
at the Adult Psychiatry Department 
of the Åland Health and Medical Care 

Organisation. 
During 2015 a number of educa-

tional activities were offered to the 
voluntary mediators. In spring 2015 a 
group of new mediators were trained, 
four women and three men, who 
received competence for functioning 
as mediators at the Åland Mediation 
Office and other mediation offices in 
Finland.  In addition, three voluntary 
mediators have completed a special 
training for acting as mediators in do-
mestic violence cases. In September 
restorative justice training was held 
with the mediation supervisor Daniel-
la Sundell from the Mediation Office 
in Turku. The “Mediation Days” for 
Swedish speaking mediators in Fin-
land took place in Porvoo in October 
2015, with the topic “Me as a Medi-
ator”. Four voluntary mediators and 

a Mediation Officer from Åland took 
part in this education event. 

Regular internal meetings for vol-
untary mediators have also included 
Linda Granith from the Criminal 
Sanctions Agency, Maria Söreskog, 
responsible for the Children’s Internet 
at the Save the Children on Åland and 
a prosecutor Roger Eriksson from the 
Åland Prosecutor’s Office. 

Malin Söderberg succeeded Ida 
Persson as the Mediation Officer in 
May 2015. After the summer Malin 
Söderberg was granted a leave for 
studies and is temporarily replaced by 
Justina Donielaite. 

Justina Donielaite,  
Mediation Officer

In 2015 the Åland Mediation Office handled the highest number of mediation cases since 
the establishment of the Office in 2006. In total 60 mediation requests were submitted to 
the office by the Åland Police, the Prosecutor’s Office of Åland or parties in criminal and 
civil cases. The number of mediation requests in civil cases continued to grow and consti-
tuted one-fifth of all cases at the Åland Mediation Office.

A record number of mediation cases 
at the Åland Mediation Office

Exchanging knowledge

In 2015, the Peace Institute took part in several seminars outside 
Åland. In September, Acting Director Kjell-Åke Nordquist held a 
speech at a seminar on the Åland Example organized in Brussels. 
The seminar was organised jointly by the Government of Åland 
and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland through the Contact 
Group in which both are members. In November, the Peace Insti-
tute Chairperson Barbro Sundback presented the demilitarised and 
neutralised status of Åland at the seminar ”Would a crisis threaten 
Åland’s special status?”, organized by the think-tank Magma in 
Helsinki. Other speakers were Ambassador Emeritus René Nyberg 
and the Swedish People’s Party’s chairman and former Minister of 
Defence Carl Haglund.

For the fourth consecutive year, the Åland Islands Peace 
Institute held a workshop on the Åland Example for partici-
pants in the course PASA - Peace and Security in Africa, at the 
course’s annual field trip to Åland. The course is offered by the 
Department of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala Universi-
ty in collaboration with the African Centre for the Constructive 
Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) and the Swedish consulting 
firm InDevelop.

In conjunction with an international conference on minority 
issues, arranged by the Peace Institute, the Institute also received 
individual visits from conference participants. Among them were 
Sirpa Rautio and Kristiina Vainio from the Human Rights Centre 
in Finland, Alan Phillips, an expert on minority issues and former 
President of the Council of Europe Advisory Committee on the 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities 
and Aleksandra Bajazetova, translator and language expert at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The 
Hague.

Furthermore, a Russian research team from Perm National Re-
search State University, visited for information on the Institute’s 
research and on the Åland Example.

An international group of young journalists invited to Finland 
and the Åland Islands by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Finland, received information about the Institute and the Åland 
Example and took the opportunity to conduct interviews with 
the Institute’s employees. The participants came from Brazil, 
Egypt, Spain, South Korea, Ethiopia, Indonesia, India, Britain, 
China, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Norway, Poland, France, Germany, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Ukraine, Russia and the United States.

The Peace Institute has also been visited by the Argentine Ambas-
sador to Finland HE. Roberto Daniel Pierini, the Chairman of the 
Constitutional Law Committee of Finland, Johannes Koskinen, the 
President of the Parliament of Belgium’s German-speaking Com-
munity, Karl-Heinz Lambertz, government officials from China, 
politicians and peace activists from the city of Gimpo in South Korea, 
including the Mayor Yoo Young Rok and Kim Yong Bock, heading 
the international peace network Peace for Life, and of retired EU 
officials in the associations AIACE Finland and Sweden.

During the year, the Institute has been invited by Rotary clubs 
both in Åland and in Turku to talk about the Institute’s activities. 
Presentations were also held for participants in a peace camp on 
Åland arranged by the NGO Stockholm Freds, and for partic-
ipants in the Emmaus Åland summer camp as well as for the 
Swedish political student organisation Center Students.

Susann Simolin, Information Officer

As in previous years, the research, knowledge and educational activities related to the 
Åland Example, have been sought for from both near and far away places.

Visit by students from the Åbo Akademi University, at-
tending a course on border regions and minorities in the 

Baltic Sea region. 

Seminar in Helsinki on the status of Åland in a crisis situa-
tion. Henrik Lax, Olav S Melin and Chairperson of the 

Peace Institute Barbro Sundback.

Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark hosting a workshop for partici-
pants in the course Peace and Security in Africa.

Picture: THL 



14 15

During the autumn of 2015 the Peace 
Institute completed the project “Girl 
and Boy groups on Åland”, which was 
implemented in cooperation with the 
public health organisation “Folkhälsan 
på Åland” since the summer of 2013. 

The goal of the project has been to 
broaden and coordinate the Girl and Boy 
group activities on Åland and to develop 
a mechanism for quality management. 

Thanks to the project 42 new leaders 
were educated and offered an op-
portunity to participate in follow-up 

The project KID, “Kindergartens in Development : Equal Op-
portunities for Pre-school Girls and Boys”, started in January 
2015 and aims to promote equal treatment for all children at 
kindergarten through training and knowledge building activi-
ties for the kindergarten personnel and with parents. 

The project is implemented in cooperation between the 
Åland Islands Peace Institute and three partner organisa-
tions, which all provide day care facilities – the associa-
tion Waldorf Åland, the non-governmental kindergarten 
“Nendre” in Vilnius, Lithuania, and the NGO “The Star of 
Hope” in the Kaliningrad region, Russia. 

In spring 2015 the representatives from the involved 
kindergartens took part in a study trip to Finland, Åland 
and Sweden with the aim of gaining theoretical knowledge 
and practical methods for integrating gender-awareness 
and gender sensitivity in daily kindergarten activities. The 
participants in the study trip visited a number of kindergar-
tens, which are known for active gender equality work, and 
received ideas and inspiration for making changes at home, 
with the focus on reducing gender stereotyping in commu-
nication and interaction with children. 

With support from the local mentors, all project groups 
have developed their own gender equality plans, carried out 
discussions on gendered expectations and society norms 
with children’s parents and reflected on their own percep-
tions of gender. The project continues in 2016.

Justina Donielaite,  Project Manager

The Ålands Islands Peace Institute 
has been running the Fair Sex project 
during the period 2011-2015 with 
the aim to advance gender equality, 
to prevent sexual violence and to 
promote positive sexual experiences 
among young people on Åland. The 
Fair Sex method, which was devel-
oped at the Peace Institute, constitut-
ed the core of the project in order to 
provide a discussion platform on such 
topics as borders and communication, 
grey areas and getting consent to sex. 
In 2014 the project received financial 
support from the Finnish Ministry 
for Education and Culture, which 
provided a possibility to introduce the 
method in mainland Finland. 

In 2015 the work within the Fair 
Sex project has had a different 
character. The project staffing was 
reduced, and the activities focused 
on adapting and disseminating the 
method rather than holding work-
shops locally. 

The Fair Sex workshops that earlier 
targeted youth at the age of 16-17 
years, were adopted to a younger age 
group. The topics remain the same, 
but certain questions and exercises 
have been adapted. The modified 
workshops have been tested in a 
number of youth groups, but have not 
been held on a regular basis. 

During the autumn a homepage 
www.fairsex.ax was created specif-
ically for the project where one can 
find articles and tips on how to work 
towards gender equality and against 
discrimination. The homepage also 
contains a number of practical exer-
cises for pedagogues who wish to dis-
cuss sex, grey areas and gender roles 
with young people. The exercises for 

the homepage were developed within 
the framework of the project during 
the autumn of 2015. 

As the project was completed at the 
end of 2015, the fact that the method 
has been established at two organisa-
tions in mainland Finland is especial-

ly encouraging.  Ekvalita Ab offers 
the Fair Sex workshops in Finnish 
while De Ungas Akademi offers 
workshops in Swedish. 

Cecilia Brenner,  
Project Manager

Fair  Sex Project completed with 
new homepage and new workshops
During 2015 the Fair Sex project received it’s own homepage while workshops for upper 
secondary school students were adapted to be used at a lower secondary school. The pro-
ject, initiated in 2011, was completed at the end of 2015. 

Picture: Project Manager Cecilia Brenner and workshop leader Ida Persson 
on the way to a pilot workshop with a class of lower secondary school stu-

dents. Incorporated: a facsimile from the local newspaper Nya Åland 16.1.2016

Cooperation for gender equality in kindergartens

The Project ”Girl and Boy Groups on Åland” Completed

Project meeting on Åland, spring 2015.

tutoring sessions on a regular basis. 
Furthermore, new information material 
on the Girl and Boy group method was 
produced and the routines that support 
leaders in starting new groups were 
developed. An overview of the annual 
evaluations shows that both leaders and 
participants have enjoyed and appreci-
ated the activities. 

As a part of the project, the Åland 
Islands Peace Institute developed 
guidelines for evaluation and quality 
management of the Girl and Boy group 
activities and compiled practical and 
theoretical method material in an online 
material bank. The Peace Institute has 
also contributed with knowledge on 
norm criticism, gender equality integra-
tion, conflict management, non-formal 
learning as well as research on the ef-
fects of the Girl and Boy group method. 

The project has resulted in a better 
structure and coordination of the activi-
ties and a solid ground for further work 
with the Girl and Boy group method on 
Åland.  

Justina Donielaite,  
Organisation SecretaryIllustration: Margareta Åkermark



16 17

Staffing and internships

1 Åland Government / PAF-grants 54,5 %
2 Nordic Council of Ministers 9,8 %
3 The State Department of Åland 7,2 %
4 Nordic Council  6,7 %
5 Ministry of Education and Culture 5,2 %
6 Other Incomes (sold services, donations expence-recovery etc.) 4,8 %
7 CIMO/Erasmus + 3,1 %
8 Åland University of Applied Sciences 2,3 %
9 The Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland 2,3 %

10 Nordplus Adult 1,9 %
11 Emmaus Åland 1,1 %
12 Letterstedtska Society 0,5 %
13 Åbo Akademi University 0,4 %
14 The City of Mariehamn 0,2 %

Total 100 %

Åland Government / PAF-grants 

Nordic Council of Ministers 

The State  
Department of Åland 

Nordiska  
rådet 

Ministry of Education and Culture 

Other Incomes (sold services, 
donations expence-recovery etc.) CIMO/Erasmus + 

Åland University of Applied 
Sciences 

The Swedish Cultural Foundation 
in Finland 

Nordplus Adult 

Emmaus Åland 
Letterstedtska Society 

Åbo Akademi University 
The City of Mariehamn 

Grants 2015 

1 Fair Sex (three different projects) 29 %
2 Information and Publications 20 %
3 Administraition and Core Functions 17 %
4 KID (Kindergardens in Development) 16 %
5 Mediation Office 16 %
6 Nordic Autonomies 12 %
7 E-course Territorial Autonomy as a Tool for Diversity Management 10 %
8 Girl- and Boygroups on Åland 11 %
9 Conference, Minority Protection at a Crossroads 6 %

10 Erasmus + EVS-program 6 %
11 Norden for Peace? 3 %
12 Library 2 %
13 Erasmus + Adult Education Staff Mobility 1 %

Total 100 %

Fair Sex (three different projects) 

Information and 
publications 

Administraition and Core Functions 

KID (Kindergardens in Development) 

Mediation Office 

Nordic Autonomies 

E-course Territorial Autonomy as a Tool 
for Diversity Management 

Girl- and Boygroups  
on Åland 

Conference, Minority Protection at a 
Crossroads 

Erasmus + EVS-program 
Norden for  

Peace? Library Erasmus + Adult Education Staff Mobility 

Expenses 2015 
 

As has been described by the Chairperson of the Board in 
her introductory text, 2015 has been a year of adjustment. 
At the end of the year it can be concluded that the transfor-
mations have been successful both concerning competence 
and in terms of working environment. If the vacancies 
that have been announced at the end of 2015 are filled, ten 
people will be on the Institute’s payroll, excluding staff in 
the research project led by Spiliopoulou Åkermark, which is 
administratively and economically outside of the institution 
even if practically and socially active within the Institute’s 
framework. At the moment of writing, there are no imme-
diate staffing positions that need to be filled. If and when 
the institution through organic development needs to hire 
additional staff, we have both office space and other oppor-
tunities to do so.

Silke Jungbluth from Germany 
has been an intern in June and July 
2015. Silke is currently pursuing 
her Master ś studies in peace, 
mediation and conflict research at 
Tampere University. During her 
internship Silke wrote a Working 
paper entitled ”The future of Iraqi 
Kurdistan: The ”Islamic State” as 
Catalyst for Independence? ”

Finances

During 2015 the income from spe-
cific projects was € 244.099.87. The 
income from administration services 
was € 22.667.80. While the costs 
for the specific projects ended up at 
€ 303.637, 33, the costs for admin-
istration were € 114.772,85 – this 
resulted in a negative balance of € 
155.796,15. This balance was adjust-
ed through the support from public 
sources amounting to € 170.748,00 
which resulted in a positive balance 
of € 14.951,85, for the year of 2015. 
The year of 2015 was financially seen 
a good year,  as there was a good 
balance between income and expens-
es and generally a sensible control of 
economic activity.

During 2015, discussions with 
the local government on securing a 
basic financial support for 2016 were 
completed, which should allow the 
opportunity for producing applica-
tions for other types of support in the 
upcoming year. 

Finally, the broad network of 
donors, illustrated in the budgetary 
analysis, indicates the breadth of the 
work and contacts of the Institute. 
This network includes multilater-
al donors, for instance the Nordic 
Council. The variety of donors is a 
great asset to the Peace Institute, they 
are all potential generators of support 
in financial and many other ways – a 
resource with an impact beyond the 
numerical levels.

Kjell-Åke Nordquist
Acting Director

Two pillars carry most of the 
financial costs of the Peace 
Institute – the local govern-
ment’s yearly support and 
project related support for 
both one-time events as well 
as longer undertakings.

Kristina Dulebova from Slovakia 
was an EVS volunteer at ÅIPI from 
October 2014 to September 2015. 
Kristina has a Master’s degree in 
international relations at Istanbul 
University in Turkey.

Personell 2015
Kjell-Åke Nordquist, Acting Director (April-December)
Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark, Director (January-July), on leave 
from the position as Director to work as Head of Research for 
a project on Demilitarisation (August-December)
Susann Simolin, Information Officer
Justina Donielaite, Project Manager ”KID”, Organisation Sec-
retary, Mediation Officer (September-December)
Henrietta Hellström, Head of Finance
Sarah Stephan, Researcher, Project Manager (January-March)
Petra Granholm, Research Coordinator (February-November)
Charlotte Winberg, Project Manager (January-March)
Cecilia Brenner, Project Manager ”Fair Sex”
Ida Persson, Mediation Officer (January-April) 
Malin Söderberg, Project Manager and Method Developer 
(January-August), Mediation Officer  (May-August), on leave 
for studies from September
Bror Myllykoski, Real Estate Officer
John Knight, Librarian
Johanna Eker, Cleaner

From the left: Kjell-
Åke Nordquist, 
Justina Donielaite, 
Susann Simolin, 
Petra Granholm, 
Henrietta Hell-
ström och Yannick 
Poullie, Research 
Assistent within the 
project on Demili-
tarisation Septem-
ber-December.

Charlotte Winberg, Chair of the Board  
Barbro Sundback and Petra Granholm.
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The Åland Islands Peace Fund was 
established by the Åland Islands 
Peace Institute with the purpose of 
supporting work for peace. As the 
peace fund grows the interest ac-
crued can be awarded for purposes 
decided by the Board. The peace 
fund can also be used for special 
purposes, for example, condolences. 

Payments can be made to: 
Ålandsbanken 660100-12 09 154
IBAN: FI22 6601 0001 2091 54
BIC: AABAFI22

Nordea 203218 -22 564
IBAN: FI70 2032 1800 0225 64
BIC: NDEAFIHH

Donations can also be made through 
www.peace.ax.
Donation cards are available in 
banks and at undertakers on Åland.

The Peace Fund

peace.ax

The Åland Islands Peace Institute      
www.peace.ax

Newsletters
The Åland Islands Peace Institute sends electronic news-
letters to subscribers 4-5 times a year. To subscribe, please 
register at www.peace.ax.

Publications
The report series ”Report from the Åland Islands Peace In-
stitute”, working papers and selected additional publications, 
can be downloaded in pdf, free of charge at www.peace.ax. 
Publications can also be ordered from books@peace.ax. 

Visits
Every year, the Peace Institute meets with groups or indi-
vidual politicians, officials, NGOs, journalists etc. with an 
interest in the international relevance of the Åland Exam-
ple.  During 2015, a core concept for presentations, which 
includes the Åland Example, its history, components and 
lessons learned as well as the role and the agenda of the 
Peace Institute, was consolidated. These complimentary 
presentations last for approximately one hour including 
discussion, and are offered in Swedish or English. Longer or 
more specialized presentations can also be arranged for an 
agreed fee.

Library
In the library and archive we hold material on peace and 
conflict issues, minorities, autonomy, security, gender, 
human rights, and the Åland Islands and their unique status. 
The library operates as a reference library, but during 2015, 
arrangements have been made to open for public loans. 
There is the opportunity to read & research on-site, and to 
photocopy literature (0.20 Euro per page). 

The Åland Islands Peace InsTITuTe
 hamngaTan 4/PB85

aX-22101 marIehamn, Åland, FInland
Tel. +358 18 15570

During 2015, the Peace Institute started 
using a new graphical profile. A new leaflet 
was printed in English.


