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Presentation of Speakers 
 
Panel I 
 
Anu Laamanen is Deputy Director General at the Political Department of the Finnish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and as such works closely with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
She has thereby a thorough overview of Finnish understandings and experiences in matters of 
regional and global security as well as crisis management, military as well as civilian.  
 
Ilze Brands Kehris, has been Director of the Latvian Centre for Human Rights, specialising 
in human and minority rights, anti-discrimination and integration issues. She was Vice-
Chairperson of the Management Board of the EU Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia, and a member of the Fundamental Rights Agency’s Executive Board. She has 
also served as a member of the Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe Framework 
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. Ms Brands Kehris is currently the 
Director of the office of the High Commissioner on National Minorities of the OSCE.  
 
Elisabeth Rehn. Minister of State, a title which is a lifetime recognition offered by the 
President of the Republic. Ms Rehn has served as an MP in Finland, as an MEP in the 
European parliament and as minister in several Finnish governments. She has been the UN 
Human Rights Rapporteur in Former Yugoslavia and she served also as the UN representative 
in Bosnia Hercegovina in the 1990s. She is currently and since two years the Chair of the 
Board of the Trust Fund for Victims, of the International Criminal Court.  
 
Jan Eliasson, Ambassador, Minister in Sweden. As a result of a long career at the Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and at the United Nations, Jan Eliasson has gathered wide 
experience as a diplomat and negotiator in conflict resolution efforts in situations such as 
Iraq-Iran, Burma, Sudan/Darfur, and Nagorno-Karabakh. He has served as President of the 
UN General Assembly and as Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs. As Under-Secretary-
General to the UN he was the first head of the United Nations Department for Humanitarian 
Affairs 
 
 
 



 
Panel II 
 
Yash Ghai, Professor Emeritus of Constitutional Law 
Received his law degree at Oxford and Harvard University and has ever since been a prolific 
scholar and lecturer at different universities around the world. His research has concerned 
ethnicity, autonomy, minorities and human rights with a focus on the situations in Africa and 
Asia. Professor Ghai has been actively involved in the constitutional processes of many states 
and regions, including Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, Kenya, Nepal and Hong Kong. Professor 
Ghai has held numerous international positions, including as Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary General in Cambodia and as head of the Constitution Advisory Support Unit of 
the United Nations Development Programme in Nepal. He was the Chairman of the 
Constitution of Kenya Review Commission from 2000 to 2004.  
 
Tove Malloy 
Director at the Dr. Malloy is a political theorist by background specializing in the political 
and legal aspects of national and ethnic minority rights in international law and international 
relations, especially in the European context. Her areas of expertise cover the major 
international organizations, the European Union as well as individual countries. She has held 
several research positions, including at the European Academy, Bolzano/Bozen, South Tyrol. 
Dr. Malloy has served in the Danish Foreign Service in numerous positions and represented 
the Danish Government in international fora on post-conflict resolution for Rwanda and 
Bosnia, transition in Albania as well as on indigenous affairs. In addition to being, Dr. Malloy 
heads up ECMI’s research cluster Citizenship and Ethics. 
 
Markku Suksi 
Markku Suksi is Professor of Public Law at the Department of Law, Åbo Akademi 
University. He has published several books on matters of Finnish, Åland and comparative 
constitutional and administrative law, autonomy matters and the Åland constitution and his 
most recent book is entitled  ‘Sub-State Governance through Territorial Autonomy’ and has 
been published earlier this year. On the implementation side, he has been involved in several 
constitutional law consultations in various parts of the world in particular on issues of 
referenda.   
 
Stefan Wolff 
Stefan Wolff is Professor of International Security at University of Birmingham, United 
Kingdom. A political scientist by background, he specialises in the management of 
contemporary security challenges, especially in the prevention and settlement of ethnic 
conflicts and in post-conflict reconstruction in deeply divided and war-torn societies. He has 
extensive expertise in Northern Ireland, the Balkans, Central and Eastern Europe, and the 
former Soviet Union.  He has written a great number of books on the above issues alone and 
in cooperation with other experts. One of the themes he has been exploring extensively in 
recent years is that of complex power sharing. Prof. Wolff has held research positions and 
visiting professorships in a number of universities and he is the founding editor of the journal 
Ethnopolitics and a member of the boards of several research institutes around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Panel III 
 
Elisabeth Nauclér 
Ålandic Member of the Parliament of Finland. Prior to her Parliamentary career, Ms. Nauclér 
has worked at the Åland Government, including as Head of Administration, the Åland 
delegation to the Nordic Council and the Åland Parliament. She holds a law degree from 
Uppsala University and has worked in former Yugoslavia as an UN Civil Affairs Officer. She 
has published several articles concerning autonomy, peacemaking and conflict resolution.  
 
Pär Stenbäck,  
Minister of State, Finland. Pär Stenbäck has been involved in several international 
organisations and humanitarian projects over a long period of time. He is a member of the 
Board of the Åland Islands Peace Institute and of the International Crisis Group. Stenbäck has 
been a member of the Finnish Parliament, Minister of Foreign Affairs and of Education in 
Finland, President of the Finnish Red Cross and Secretary General of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. He is currently working as a volunteer in 
the Middle East for the International Red Cross Movement. 
 
Fujio Ohnishi,  
Holds a doctoral degree in International Relations from Nihon University, Japan, where he 
also worked as Adjunct Professor in International Relations and Interdisciplinary Regional 
Studies. Ohnishi is specialised in the Nordic region and sub-regional cooperation and in his 
doctoral thesis he analysed the settlement of the status of the Åland Islands. He has spent time 
as visiting researcher at ÅIPI and later on at the Barents Institute, in Norway. He has 
published extensively on matters of regional cooperation, Nordic affairs and the Åland 
Islands. Currently, he holds a position as Research fellow at the Ocean Policy Research 
Foundation, Tokyo, Japan. 
 
Terhi Hakala  
Finnish Ambassador. Hakala currently serves as Finland’s Ambassador to India, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives with the residence in New Delhi. She has been in the service of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs since 1988 and has acquired expert knowledge of the 
Southern Caucasus and Eastern Europe. She has visited Åland several times, occasionally 
accompanying high level visitors from conflict areas. In the mid-1990’s she was working in 
the Finnish Co-Chairmanship for the OSCE Minsk Conference on Nagorno-Karabakh. She 
was also the last Head of the OSCE Mission to Georgia in 2007-2008. 
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